



School Garden Grant Opportunity

The Wisconsin Medical Society Foundation is excited to offer a new grant program to help you get growing! We are offering grants ranging from $500 to $2,000 each to schools that wish to establish a garden or to expand/enhance an existing garden.

Program Goals
The Wisconsin Medical Society Foundation seeks to improve health in Wisconsin through outreach and support for education programs. Through this new garden grant program, we hope to encourage and assist schools to incorporate nutrition and healthy lifestyle education in their curriculum through activities related to planning, planting, caring for and harvesting a school garden. Grant recipients will be offered ideas for a fun and relevant physical activity to help engage students and curriculum tools.

Studies have shown that involving children in growing food helps them develop a greater appreciation for where food comes from and makes them more likely to enjoy a greater variety of fruits and vegetables—a key goal in improving health and reducing overweight and obesity.

Who Should Apply
Any elementary level public school located in Wisconsin that wishes to establish a garden or to enhance an existing garden for use in the education of youth. 

How to Apply
Complete the Foundation’s Garden Grant Application form including the certification statement and attach other pages as needed to describe your garden project as requested. Applications are available online at http://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/foundation/community_grants or by contacting Eileen Wilson as listed below. Applications must be postmarked by October 7, 2011 or submitted by fax or e-mail by the end of the day.

Timeline
October 7, 2011	Application deadline
December		Notify recipients of grants
January			Grant payments to schools

Required Reporting
Each garden grant recipient is required to submit a report by February 28 of the year following the year in which the grant was paid. Guidelines for information to include in the report are enclosed.

Questions? Contact Eileen Wilson at 608-442-3722 or e-mail eileen.wilson@wismed.org.

References to Help in Drafting Your Grant Request

EXAMPLE of Program Costs (based on a past grant for a new garden)
Startup Costs
Tools and Compost								           $   678.82
Storage Shed										  149.00
Grow lights, plants, seeds, other materials and supplies					  445.00
Shipping and handling fees								    70.68
Posters											    26.95
Garden guides for teachers, student materials, training/other services from 		  629.55
Community GroundWorks or other consultants (all optional)
     Total Startup Grant Request							           $2,000.00

Some Additional Program Activities to Consider
Healthy snacks once a week for 3 weeks through Wisconsin Homegrown
     Lunch (WHL) Snack Program to introduce new vegetables
Artist-in-Residence project – Potential for funding from Wisconsin Arts Board	
Field trip to local Farmer’s Market						

EXAMPLES of Program Planning and Activities
1. December  – Order teacher guides, reference materials and student materials 
2. January – Form Garden Committee to begin planning
3. Garden Committee meeting to plot garden
4. Math classes involved in determining garden plot needs 
5. Classes involved in starting seedlings indoors. Use to discuss sequencing and steps, what is needed to grow, similarities and differences, variance in time to germinate, setting and achieving goals, etc.
6. Staff divides up jobs to be done before student involvement such as breaking ground, clearing sod and tilling or engage parents or community members to assist.
7. Students mark off plot in planting grids
8. Science students study soil makeup. Also track and graph sunlight and shade on garden.
9. Language Arts classes do journaling, sketching and read garden-themed books
10. Art classes create a decorative fabric fence/stepping stones, garden stakes, a garden sign, etc.
11. Enjoy a salad day in spring before school is out 
12. Summer school students and staff and possibly children at a nearby childcare program tend garden and enjoy some produce in summer
13. Add a composting project with help from a parent volunteer
14. Invite state or local dignitaries to visit when school starts in fall and present them with garden produce
15. Enjoy a harvest celebration in fall, create homemade salsa, etc. 

 (
Tell me and I will forget. Show me and I may remember. Involve me and I will understand.
—Chinese proverb
)




Great Resources
· http://www.troygardens.org/resources/publications/curricula – Community GroundWorks. This is an excellent resource that includes the “Got Veggies?” and “Got Dirt?” garden toolkits developed by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Division of Public Health and curriculum ideas for both in the garden and in the classroom. This organization also offers valuable hands-on consulting and training services.
· http://www.schoolgardenwizard.com/ – Chicago Botanic Garden School Garden Wizard. This is a great resource with general information on garden design, cost, tools, themes, and how to incorporate a school garden in curriculum including National Science Standards by grade level.
· http://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/ppt/clcgardening.ppt – PowerPoint on starting a garden in the Madison Metropolitan School District.
· http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/health/physicalactivity/gotdirt.htm  – Wisconsin Dept. of Health Services’ Got Dirt? and Got Veggies? programs assist with the implementation of school, community, and child care gardens and offer links to more resources
· http://www.uwex.edu/about/cooperative.html –  University of Wisconsin Extension

Helpful Tips
· Need buy-in from a core group of teachers
· Need approval from building services, building and grounds, city or whomever can approve garden plot location on school grounds
· Helpful to engage PTO, parents and community neighbors
· If starting seeds indoors, seed starter lights and materials are essential, or obtain seedling plants from local greenhouses, community gardens or farmer’s markets. Some corrections facilities also grow seedlings as a project.
· The garden is not so much about the actual produce as about the process and learning tools it offers
· Empower each class and teacher to incorporate the garden as appropriate to their curriculum themes (ex. Native American studies, Latin America, etc.)
· Incorporate ethnic plants and vegetables in garden planning (salsa garden, bean sprouts, etc.)
· Incorporate in classes like music and art
· Garden is useful for helping students develop an appreciation of where food comes from and to understand what grows in our area
· Develop celebrations related to the garden



Program sponsors:
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