Letters to the Editor

Constitutional
amendment
sparks more

debate

In the September issue of the
Wisconsin Medical Journal are two
editorials encouraging a “no” vote
on the impending marriage amend-
ment. The first article by Paul
Wertsch, MD, starts by defining the
problem as one of access to health
care but then goes on to defend
the homosexual lifestyle because
it is claimed to be biological in
origin. The second article by Paul
Grossberg, MD, cites governmen-
tal data, medical political policy,
and a lack of evidence of harm to
children by homosexual parent-
ing to likewise make the marriage
amendment a health care access
issue rather than a moral clarifica-
tion. My major point is that the
issue of defining marriage and the
issue of health care access are two
totally separate issues. They are
only joined by an ineffective health
care payment system, which needs
to be addressed separately. To blend
these issues together will only bring
more confusion to both. My minor
point is that both authors make as-
sumptions and draw conclusions
that are not as rigorously correct as
they claim.

For example, in comparing ho-
mosexual behavior to the neutral
physical attribute of eye color, Dr
Wertsch mixes apples and oranges
on two levels. First he implies that
a physical attribute is the same as a
psychological trait. Next, he goes a
step further implying a compelling
continuity between same-sex attrac-
tion (the psychological trait) and a
homosexual lifestyle (a behavior).

While the tendency to be attracted
to the same sex may not involve a
choice, living a lifestyle including
sexual relations with the same sex
IS a choice. But behavioral choices
have many influences. As in the
case of alcoholism, biological ge-
netics may be one of them, but it is
not solely responsible for behavior.

In considering the suitability of
sexual orientation in parenting, as
Dr Grossberg does, one must ask:
Is the evidence really so compelling?
There are those who cite evidence to
the contrary. The National Catholic
Bioethics Center (NCBC) (Ethics
& Medicine, July 2006, V31, #7) and
The Catholic Medical Association,
in their articles cite such evidence.
NCBC addresses the issue of rea-
sons for refusing to assist in same-
sex adoptions while “Homosexuality
and Hope,” (www.cathmed.org/
publications/homosexuality.htm)
documents medical evidence and
conclusions contrary to the implied,
inherited, biological irreversibility.
The fact that this information is cited
in Catholic-identified sources should
not make it so easily dismissed with-
out reasonable investigation.

All people should be treated re-
spectfully regardless of who they
are or how they behave. However,
there is a vast difference in mak-
ing individual judgments and #ssue
judgments. While practical health
care access is a problem, it should
be addressed separately from de-
fining marriage as an issue. The
outcome of the marriage amend-
ment vote will NOT decide objec-
tive rightness. It will only decide in
what direction we Wisconsin resi-
dents wish to move in defining who
we should be. This is not a medical
decision. It is a moral decision.

Michael Robiolio, MD
Darlington, Wis
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