
Do not discount 
power of prayer
I am writing to express my con-
cern over a statement made in 
your editorial in the October 
issue of the Journal. I disagree 
with the categorical statement 
that “hand wringing, prayer, and  
expressions of concern don’t 
work.” In my opinion, any state-
ment that one’s personal efforts 
in advocacy are more effective 
that another’s prayers indicates 
either a considerable degree of  
arrogance or a disbelief in the 
power of prayer. For instance, if 
there comes any improvement in 
access to health care in our state, I 
would not be the one to claim that 

it is a result of my efforts as presi-
dent of the Wisconsin Medical 
Society any more than I would say 
that it is due to my prayers on the 
subject. The Journal should not 
publish statements minimizing the  
effect of prayer unless it is will-
ing to publish testimonials as to 
the power of prayer and exhorta-
tions for readers to pray on mat-
ters related to health care access 
and quality.
	 It is my personal belief that 
both prayer and advocacy are  
urgently needed in our efforts to 
improve access to care and equity 
in quality.

Mark K Belknap, MD, FACP, 
Past President, Wisconsin Medical 
Society, Ashland, Wis

Letter to the Editor

Wisconsin Medical Journal • 2007 • Volume 106, No. 8436



The mission of the Wisconsin Medical Journal is to provide a vehicle for professional 
communication and continuing education of Wisconsin physicians.

The Wisconsin Medical Journal (ISSN 1098-1861) is the official publication of the 
Wisconsin Medical Society and is devoted to the interests of the medical profession and 
health care in Wisconsin. The managing editor is responsible for overseeing the produc-
tion, business operation and contents of Wisconsin Medical Journal. The editorial board, 
chaired by the medical editor, solicits and peer reviews all scientific articles; it does not 
screen public health, socioeconomic or organizational articles. Although letters to the 
editor are reviewed by the medical editor, all signed expressions of opinion belong to the 
author(s) for which neither the Wisconsin Medical Journal nor the Society take respon-
sibility. The Wisconsin Medical Journal is indexed in Index Medicus, Hospital Literature 
Index and Cambridge Scientific Abstracts.

For reprints of this article, contact the Wisconsin Medical Journal at 866.442.3800 or e-
mail wmj@wismed.org.

© 2007 Wisconsin Medical Society


