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RESOLUTION 3 - 2010

Subject: Public Health Funding
Introduced by: Timothy Corden, MD
Referred to: Health Care Coverage and Access

Whereas, State and local health departments, whbiléhe only entities interested in or
committed to prevention and health protection,cammerstone®f developing healthy and safe
communities; and

Whereas, There is broad consensus that evidenee-pasventive servicéseduce the burden of
injury and disease, improve quality of life andesfhigh economic value; and

Whereas, According to a 2009 gdttommissioned by the Trust for America’s Health ¢l
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and conducted bgrBezg Quinlan Rosner Research and
Public Opinion Strategies, Americans rank prevenéis the most important health care reform
priority, and overwhelmingly support increasing dimy for prevention programs to reduce
disease and keep people healthy; and

Whereas, According to America’s Health Rankif\§fisconsin ranks 8bamong states in dollars
spent on public health per capitand

Whereas, According to a 2009 analysis by the Natigssociation of City and County Health
Officials? health departments nationwide are eliminatingeducing vital programs because of
staffing and budget reductions as a result of ¢isession; and findings show that local health
departments—the front line protecting the publteslth—are severely strained by increasing
budget and workforce cuts to the point that theykaing forced to eliminate or reduce vital
programs; and

Whereas, Public health workers are being asked tondre with less” at a time when both the
economies of reducing health care costs throughstmvent in prevention, and the public’s
support for investment in prevention are appartherefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Wisconsin Medical Society supgpolicy that provides additional
resources for evidence-based prevention activéinesprograms provided by health departments
in Wisconsin; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Wisconsin Medical Society suppefforts by the Governor’s office, the
Governor’'s Public Health Council, the Wisconsin iségjure, and others to examine new ways in
which Wisconsin’s health departments can be béttencially supported with a goal of at least
achieving a rank near the'5percentile for national public health per capjtersing.

Fiscal note: Within current budget if replacessérg legislative priority.
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Relevant Palicies

Society:

PUB-003

Full Funding for Core Public Health Services: The Wisconsin Medical supports full state fundiog f
core public health service functions that are datled)to local public health departments. (HOD, Q407

AMA:

H-440.892 Bolstering Public Health Prepar edness

Our AMA supports: (1) the concept that enhanceréstrveillance, response, and leadership capiabilit
of state and local public health agencies be spatiif targeted as among our nation’s highest firés;

and (2) in principle, the funding of research itite determinants of quality performance by pubéalth
agencies, including but not limited to the role®Bofrds of Health and how they can most effectivelip
meet community needs for public health leadergtiplic health programming, and response to public
health emergencies. (Sub. Res. 407, I-01)

H-440.954 Revitalization of Local Public Health Unitsfor the Nation

The AMA (1) reaffirms its support of state and Ibeaalth departments; (2) recommends that health
departments be directed by well qualified publieltfetrained physicians; and (3) urges federatesiad
local governments to study public health and préverservices, and urges the allocation of necgssar
resources to maintain these services at a high éévpiality. (Res. 132, A-90; Reaffirmed by SuleR
425, 1-95; Reaffirmed Sub. Res. 421, 1-97; ReafidnCSAPH Rep. 3, A-07)



